
 

 
Leader and Participation Guide 

 

Introduction
 

Welcome to IGNITE! We are about to embark on a video series specifically designed for 
business people that will educate, equip, and help you align your vision and values with God's 
heart to reach every tribe, tongue, and nation with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We will look at 
Scripture, the history of missions, and the present state of the world. 
 
The overall intent is to provide awareness for business people regarding the incredible Kingdom 
impact we can make by using the unique talents with which God has blessed us. Feel free to 
work through this material at whatever pace makes sense for your schedule. The entire video 
series is approximately two and a half hours total, broken down into five sessions of about 30 
minutes of video. Depending on discussions, each session should take around one hour in a 
small group setting. 
 
We would highly recommend not doing this study alone, but with another person or in a small 
group, either online through a video conferencing system or live in-person. Following every 
session, there are a series of questions that will help you process and discuss each video's 
essential topics. We recommend you answer these questions with others, as the varying 
perspectives allow each of us to grow even more. We have also provided some prayer prompts 
to help you spend time with the Lord as you continue to process the material. 
 
This is an exciting time in the global missions movement.  Many new strategies and concepts 
are being developed and tested worldwide. While governments continue to persecute Christians 
and put up obstacles to block mission efforts, God continues to open new doors through 
business. All parts of the mission's ecosystem say that business is critical to continuing God's 
mission in the most difficult to reach places on the planet. We need more business people to get 
in the game, to become leaders who raise leaders to be on mission! Are you ready? 
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About this guide 
 

We designed this guide to be used in conjunction with the online IGNITE video curriculum. The 
material can be used in an in-person study or a video conference setting. The talking points 
allow the leader to facilitate a study group easily with minimal preparation confidently.  
 
The guide offers the following: 
 

● Scripts for introducing the videos 
● Discussion questions 
● Weekly prayer prompts 

 
  
Rules of Engagement 

 
To help keep your time productive and personal, share these six simple rules. 
 

1. Commit to expecting that God is going to do something through each of us. 
2. Let’s pray for one another.  This is a journey that we are sharing. 
3. Commit to the five-session study as a group.  Our input is important in this 

journey. 
4. Come to the session with more questions than answers.  We are all here to learn. 
5. This meeting is safe.  Let’s keep these discussions private. 
6. Let’s respect one another’s journey without passing judgment. 

 
 
Note 

 
Session One will require the most time. Please plan for the following: 
 

● Quick curriculum introduction 
● Quick introduction of each person in your group (questions included below) 
● There is a third video (3:06) in week one with one discussion question 
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Session One:  The Mission of God 

Leader: Share a brief description of the curriculum purpose and begin by introducing 
yourself and then have each member introduce themselves by answering the following 
questions.  
 

1. What is your name? 
2. In what industry are you employed?  
3. What is your title or role?  
4. What skills or characteristics make you good at your job?  

 
 
Rules of Engagement 

 
To help keep your time productive and personal, review these six simple rules together. 
 

1. Commit to expecting that God is going to do something through each of us. 
2. Let’s pray for one another.  This is a journey that we are sharing 
3. Commit to the five-session study as a group.  Our input is important in this 

journey. 
4. Come to the session with more questions than answers.  We are all here to 

learn. 
5. This meeting is safe.  Let’s keep these discussions private. 
6. Let’s respect one another’s journey without passing judgment. 
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Session One: Video One - Andre Mann 

 
Video Set-up 
Have you ever wondered who started the first churches we read about in Scripture? In our first 
video, Andre Mann shares how God used regular people like merchants, tradespeople, and 
soldiers to plant churches and spread the Gospel in the early Church.  
 

Discussion questions for Session One - Video One 

Regular believers and business people built the early Church, people just like us! 
For some of you, this may be a new concept. Some of you may have built your 
business on this understanding and some of you may be somewhere in between.   

1. How does that make you feel? 
 

2. What does that look like today? 
 
 
 
Session One: Video Two - Dr. Todd Ahrend 

 
Video Set-up 
What is the Great Commission, and why is spreading the Gospel to the ends of the earth so 
important? Let's see what the scriptures say about God's mission and His heart for all nations 
on this planet. We will learn that God's desire to bless all the peoples of the earth starts with 
Abraham in Genesis 12, and is woven throughout the entire Bible, all the way to Revelation. 
This recurring theme signifies the critical nature of God's mission for all Christians.  
 

Discussion questions for Session One - Video Two 
 

Wow, that’s a lot to process!  
 
Genesis 12, is woven throughout the entire Bible, all the way to Revelation. All 
the way to me and you. This recurring theme signifies the critical nature of God’s 
mission for all Christians. We are blessed to be a blessing – not for me, not for 
Israel, but for God. 

 
1. What are your immediate thoughts? 

 
2. What are some of the "comforts and blessings" that keep you from responding to 

Jesus' invitation to step out on His behalf? 
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Session One: Video Three - Christie Gonzales 

 
Video Set-up 
Now we will hear a short testimony from Christie Gonzales, a businesswoman advancing God's 
Kingdom in Rwanda through vocational training schools for local communities. She is leveraging 
her skills as an entrepreneur in the U.S. and expanding her footprint to Africa to use her 
business to disciple others and share the Good News. 
 

Discussion questions for Session One - Video Three 
 

1. Now that we know everything we have is God's, and we are simply stewards of 
the blessings he has entrusted us with, what holds believers back from seeing 
their role as a steward of God's blessings? What do you believe has held you 
back? 

 
2. What are some of our blessings God has entrusted us with that might be valuable 

in "reaching the nations"? 
 
 
Session One: Personal Prayer Prompts 

 
As you process what you have learned in this session, spend time with the Lord praying 
and listening.  
 

● Lord, give me a yearning for an ongoing relationship with you, to be in your Word daily, 
so that I may be equipped to do your work with the strength only you can provide. 

● Jesus, help me become aware of the things in my life that cloud my vision and keep me 
from your purpose. 

● Lord, help me listen and hear your call and understand my role in blessing others and 
reaching the nations. 
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Session Two: The Priority of Missions 
 

Leader: Welcome your group back to the study/curriculum and begin with the introduction of 
session two - video one. 
 
Session Two: Video One - Andy Kampman 
In session two, Andy will present the current state of the world, why we must focus on the least 
reached, and the imbalance of wealth and workers in the area known as the 10/40 window. We 
will discuss why Christian business people must use their talents for God's Kingdom, use their 
money in more strategic ways, make disciples while doing business, and mobilize others to join 
in God's mission. 

 
Discussion questions for Session Two - Video One 

1. What part of Andy’s teaching resonates with you the most?  
 

2. If you have a mission statement for your life how does it align with God’s mission, 
if at all?  If you don’t, what would it be? 
 

Session Two: Video Two - Mark & Meghan Edwards 
The next video is a testimony of Mark and Meghan Edwards, who own and operate a large 
chocolate company. They recognized this industry often mistreats their farmers and laborers in 
the field. They launched a business model within the company to create a new platform to pay 
workers a fair living wage and share the life-giving Gospel. 
 

Discussion questions for Session Two - Video Two 
1. Thinking beyond our local impact may be a new concept. How do you feel about 

Mark and Meghan’s story? 
 

2. Unreached people are all around the world. In addition to the local impact you 
already have, do you now recognize the opportunity to share the Gospel 
specifically with the unreached? What does that look like for you in your work? 
 

Session Two: Prayer Prompts 
● Lord, reveal to me my mission statement through these sessions and lead me into action 

that aligns with your mission.  
● God, thank you for giving me eyes to see and for unveiling your mission to reach all 

nations. Help me align with your will. 
● Father, please place a people group that needs the Gospel on my heart. 
● Jesus, help me see where my stewardship of resources can keep vulnerable children 

and people groups from being exploited. 
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Session Three:  The Challenges of Missions 

 
Leader- Welcome your group back to the study/curriculum and begin with the introduction of 
session three - video one. 
 
Session Three: Video One - Scott Heider 
In session three, Scott will unpack the problems that traditional missionaries face today, and 
how business people are uniquely positioned to solve them. 
 

Discussion questions for Session Three - Video One 
Influence doesn't travel from the bottom up but from the top down. Business 
people have the unique ability to work with influencers and leaders of unreached 
communities.  

 
1. No one has your unique combination of talents that makes you who you are and 

think the way you think. Make a list of 3-5 unique gifts and talents.  
 

2. How might they help spread the Gospel? 
 
Session Three: Video Two - Nathaniel Gates 
In this video, Nathaniel demonstrates how a tech startup backed by venture capital can leverage 
its resources and talents to spread the Gospel. New ways to spread the Gospel through 
technologies like artificial intelligence, biotechnology, advanced materials, telecommunications, 
and energy will continue to present themselves.  As we look to the future, it will be essential to 
harness the latest technological innovations to reach the unreached.  
 

Discussion questions for Session Three Video  
1. How does this video resonate with you? 

 
2. Nathaniel's realization that his gifts and talents were meant for God's purpose 

changed how, why and where he does business. How might God be changing 
how, why and where you do business, if at all? 
 

3. What business opportunities exist for you in unreached areas of the world? 
 
Session Three: Prayer Prompts 

● Lord, show me opportunities within my organization or practice that could be a missional 
blessing to unreached people. 

● Jesus, help me recognize and act on those opportunities that will impact unreached 
people groups. 

● God, please connect your Spirit in me to those who have also heard your calling to build 
strategic partnerships and fulfill the Great Commission. 

● Jesus, does what I learned today impact my mission statement? If so, how? 
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Session Four: My Talents & God’s Mission 
 

Leader- Welcome your group back to the study/curriculum and begin with the introduction of 
session four - video one. 
 
Session Four: Video One - Brad Thomas 
In session four, Brad applies the parable of the talents from Matthew 25 to God’s mission today. 
Trusting God means using our talents to the best of our ability to be a blessing to all peoples 
and nations. Business people in the Church today might be some of the most uneducated, 
unengaged, and underutilized and may not know how to use their gifts to fulfill the Great 
Commission.  This must change. 
 

Discussion questions for Session Four - Video One 
1. What impacted you the most from Brad's message? 

 
2. If you continually viewed your family, career, home, and assets as belonging to 

God and being strategic for God's mission, how might your mindset and actions 
change? 
 

3. What do you need to be equipped to use your blessings for God's mission? 
 

 
Session Four: Video Two - Luke Roush 
Success in business and kingdom-building are not mutually exclusive.  Luke Roush, the 
managing partner of Sovereign Capital of Indonesia, believed this and explored strategic ways 
to spread the Gospel to the nations through unique gifts and talents.  His willing exploration led 
him and his family to embark on a global journey to reach the nations.  
 

Discussion questions for Session Four - Video Two 
1. Not that God's calling you to go overseas like Luke's family did but let's dream; 

what could it look like if you did? 
 

2. If you could create the ideal job or business that would match up your talents and 
your passions with God's mission, what type of job would it be? 
 

3. With whom will you discuss this? 
 
Session Four: Prayer Prompts 

● Lord, give me a yearning for an ongoing relationship with you, in your Word daily, 
equipping myself to do your works with the strength only you can provide. 

● Jesus, you came not to be served, but to serve. Please help me identify and be strategic 
in using all of the gifts you have given me to leverage them to be your hands and feet, 
salt and light for your glory, not mine. 

● God, help me understand your will and how to align my life with your purposes. 
● Jesus, does what I learned today impact my mission statement? If so, how? 
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Session Five: Living on Mission 
 

Leader-Welcome your group back to the study/curriculum and begin with the introduction of 
session five - video one. 
 
Session Five: Video One - Dustin Elliott and Sam Kim 
In session five, we shift gears into an interview format with one of the founding board members 
of BLESS, Dustin Elliot, and Sam Kim, the founder of IGNITE. Sam and Dustin will discuss how 
to process what we've learned so far and give practical next steps to help you individually 
engage with God's mission. 
 

Discussion questions for Session FIve - Video One 
1. What idols have you chased for your benefit that God can now use for His 

purpose? 
 

2. How does using your "business brain" change how you think about how you can 
engage with ministry?  
 

3. Who can you connect with at your local Church or from your network to help 
guide you through this process and be your spiritual advisor? 
 

4. Whom do you want to bring along with you on this journey? Spouse? Friends? 
Co-workers? Can you list five people you want to share this curriculum with? 

 
 
Session Five: Video Two - “Katherine” 
This video is blurred to protect the speaker’s identity for security purposes. 
 
Today, business is an essential avenue for spreading the Gospel. In this video, "Katherine" 
shares her personal experiences working as a professional in a Muslim majority country.  She 
talks about the opportunities she has to share the Gospel because of her business relationships 
and how that would not be possible otherwise. 
 

Discussion question for Session Five - Video Two 
1. Acts 17:26-27 says that God is sovereign and has determined our appointed 

times and boundaries of our habitation. As you look back on your life and the 
path you took to be where you are today, do you see God's hand in it? Will you 
trust him to guide you on your way in the future?  
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Session Five: Prayer Prompts  
● God, help me see my business as your business and the people I work with as you do, 

with the love, grace, mercy, and affection you show me every day. 
● Jesus, I am all in. I will follow you from this day forward. Use me to see your people 

reached, just as you used your disciples 2,000 years ago. 
● Lord, help me understand new ways to strategically use my unique gifts to advance your 

Kingdom and reach the unreached. 
● Heavenly Father, thank you for introducing your followers to one another, for the peace it 

brings knowing we serve a BIG God, and we are on a BIG team. Together, we can see 
your will be done, and for that, we are eternally grateful. 
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Conclusion 
 

From the earliest Church movements in the Bible and throughout the following centuries, God's 
heart for every tribe, tongue, and nation is undeniable. The long arc of history and the people 
who have come before us have paved the way for us today to continue their work.  
 
Brothers and sisters, there has never been a time like this before - we are at a tipping point. 
Never before has technology connected the entire world in the way it is today. Never before has 
there been so many opportunities around the world, particularly in emerging markets. At the 
same time, never before has there been so many hurdles for traditional missionaries and church 
planting strategies worldwide.  
 
Scripture, history, and stories of today have shown the necessity of our involvement. 
Businesses and business people can grow the Kingdom in ways that can genuinely reach all 
nations. James 1:22 reminds us, "Be doers of the Word, not just hearers."  
 
Now that we know, what are we going to do about it? God has action steps for you. Listen to the 
Holy Spirit as He continues to guide and open opportunities, not only locally but around the 
world. 
 
As you look at your next steps, don't be overwhelmed. One of the most important and 
immediate things you can do is share the Word about the IGNITE movement with other 
business people in your circles. We encourage you to invite five more people and lead 
them through this curriculum. We have designed the entire curriculum for small online 
groups, and everything you need is online. 
 
 
Second, we have many ways to get in the game today with your time, talent, and treasure. 
BLESS has vetted many active projects to be strategic and significantly impactful to spreading 
the Gospel to the nations. These projects need not only your monetary contributions but also 
require your expertise, advice, networks/connections, and professional services. Each project 
offers an opportunity for you to take the next step and engage with a mission partner. As you 
pray through all that we have covered in our curriculum, we encourage you to look through the 
projects and see if one, in particular, resonates with you.  
 
Third, we know that doing this alone in a vacuum can lead down a twisted path. We strongly 
encourage you to meet with leadership at your local Church to process this together. Integrating 
business and money with ministry can be like walking a tightrope. Seeking guidance and 
counsel from spiritual mentors is essential to helping you stay on track.  
 
Lastly, don't be overwhelmed. It sometimes takes years for God to clarify his plan for you. All we 
ask is that you not sit on the sidelines, doing nothing while you wait. Be an active participant. 
God's mission is more important than the next business deal. Use your business skills and 
talent to seek out solutions to the problems facing the Church. 
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Imagine a world where hundreds of thousands (or even millions!) of business people are 
engaged with the Great Commission, using their time, talent, and treasure to reach the 
unreached. Imagine the lives changed as God redeems each individuals' life and all the things 
chased for security and comfort. What new strategies, methods, and approaches might we 
invent? Could we reach all nations in our lifetimes? It's a solvable problem, friend. We can do 
this, but it will take all of us getting… 
 
IN THE GAME! 
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